
Small Group Activity: It Could Have Been Like This…
Lesson 4

 The purpose of this activity: This activity gives the children a chance to review the Bible story 
and to demonstrate what thankfulness to God looks like. 

Description: The children will act out different parts from the Bible story, then they will act out how the 
Israelites should have acted.

Materials Needed: Optional - different colored bed sheets for the children to use as costumes.

  To introduce the activity, say the following:
 1. I want you to take a moment and remember the different parts of the Bible story. 
 2. In our story the Israelites got thirsty, they got hungry, they got thirsty again and they
 complained, whined, and worried every time!  
 3. Remember that the Israelites shouldn’t have worried but instead they should have been
 thankful.  
 4. Now you’re going to get a chance to act out parts from the story but you are also going to
 get a chance to act out the way the Israelites should have behaved.

For detailed instructions on how to lead this activity, see the DVD.

  During the activity, say the following:
 1. I need a volunteer to play Moses.
 2. The rest of you will play the Israelites.
 3. From the story we know the Israelites complained to Moses that they were thirsty. Show me
 what that probably looked and sounded like. Whine to Moses.
 4. Good job, we know that they should have been thankful for everything God had done for
 them. Show me how the Israelites should have behaved.
 5. We know the Israelites also got really worried and complained about being hungry. Show me
 what that probably looked like. Whine to Moses about being hungry.
 6. Now show me how they should have acted.

  After the activity, say the following:
 1. You did a great job acting.
 2. The next time you have a need, remember how the Israelites should have behaved. 
 3. Instead of whining and complaining be thankful to God and ask Him to take care of 
 your needs. 
 4. Remember to be thankful to God and pray to him about your needs without worrying or
 complaining.


